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WWA NEWS  for August 2017

WWA News about member accomplishments, writing events, and contests is emailed each month. Please send news bits for the September WWA News no later than August 25 to Laurel Bragstad at laurel715@att.net. Thank you.

A note from Karin Schmidt, President:

I see from your responses, that members enjoy the monthly WWA News and are using it as an opportunity to promote their successes. 

The WWA Board feels it’s important to continue providing this valuable service into the future. WWA depends solely upon dedicated volunteers to fulfill our mission to provide services and information to our members. And that is the reason for this message.

Soon, we will be in need of a WWA News editor; we need that creative, special individual who possesses the following talents:

· copy editing and journalistic writing skills, 

· computer skills: Excel spreadsheet and Word documents, 

· e-mail skills to write, organize, and send the monthly news to members. 

A policy and procedure outline is in place to guide this work; a second member volunteer is already involved in a portion of the work.  

The job involves periods of time throughout the month as items come in and a couple of hours once a month to send the WWA News edition out to all members. 

Please, if interested in discussing this opportunity further, contact me at: karinss1945@outlook.com.  Or call: 414-763-6388…….THANKS!

(Note: The July WWA News unfortunately was not sent out due to the news editor moving to a new residence and subsequently having network connection issues. Many apologies.)
The Jade Ring Contest closed on July 31. If you entered, thank you and good luck!
Fall Conference Planning:

Planning continues for WWA’s fall conference on October 6-7 in Neenah at the newly remodeled Hilton DoubleTree Hotel. (This is the old Riverside Hotel where our conference was held last year.) The conference registration form is in the process of being updated on the website, and by the end of August you will be able to register for the conference as well as hotel rooms, meals, tables for selling your books, etc. Thus far, the following speakers are preparing to lead presentations and workshops on many different aspects of writing: Christi Craig, Kathleen Ernst (keynote), Max Garland, Kira Henschel, Jim Higgins (Friday evening), Lora Hyler, Nancy Martin, Rex Owens, Lisa Rivero, Christine Schimpf, Kim Suhr, Lisa Vihos, Barry Wightman. Plan for another exciting and information-packed conference, and a chance to connect with friends and other writers!
Member News:
Congratulations to member Seelie Kay’s new book, Kinky Briefs, Too, a collection of short stories about lawyers, love, and law firm hijinks. The book continues the theme of lawyers and other legal staff in love—with a dash of kink—from its predecessor, Kinky Briefs. That book received five-star reviews from Goodreads.com, Amazon.com, and ManicReaders.com. Both books were published by eXtasy Books and are available as ebooks and paperbacks. Seelie’s third book, The Garage Dweller, was released on July 8. See: www.seeliekay.com.

Congratulations to member John Manesis, who has published another book of poetry. The new book, His Good Stuff, is a collection of baseball poems. It joins John’s other books now available for purchase on Amazon.

Congratulations to member Lora Hyler, who was selected as one of eight international artists in residence at Centre d’Art Marnay Art Centre (CAMAC) in Marnay sur Seine, France! She completed her one-month residency in May 2017. At an Open Studio event for the public, she read an excerpt from her middle grade manuscript, The Stupendous Adventures of Mighty Marty Hayes. She is currently seeking an agent and writing her second manuscript in the series.

Congratulations to member Marjorie Pagel, whose book “The Romance of Anna Smith and other stories,” was officially launched on June 22. 

Opportunities and Events:
WWA Member Christine Keleny wants to remind everyone about the Author Book Expo, coming to New Glarus on Sunday, September 3 from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Swiss United Church of Christ, during the Wilhelm Tell Fest and Art-in-the-Park event. Table fees: $25, full table; $15 half table. (Tables will be inside if it rains.) Proceeds go toward the church’s El Salvador child education mission. Details at https://www.newglarusbookexpo.blogspot.com.

Poetry Writing Online Course: Taking the Poetic Leap

Revise and refine your poetry to achieve potentially publishable work. Be propelled through dynamic exercises, in-depth analysis, and craft tips that you can use right away. At the end of each unit, polish and submit a one-page poem for professional critique. Start anytime; complete within one year. $165, 2 CEU credits; Instructor: Angela Rydell, UW-Madison. See more here: http://continuingstudies.wisc.edu/classes/online-poetry-writing-taking-poetic-leap

Threshold Showcase of Authors: September 23, 10-1:30; Lawrence & Vivian Stockhausen Center, 2380 W. Washington Street, West Bend. This is an opportunity to sell your books, meet other authors, and support individuals with disabilities. Display space is $20; space is limited to 30 authors. Requests by two or more authors to share a table will be allowed. For more information and to reserve your space, contact Don Ensenbach at dle031238@gmail.com for a registration form.
For your young family members: The Milwaukee Public Museum announces its 10th annual poetry competition for Wisconsin students in grades 3-12. Deadline April 27, 2018. This year’s theme “focuses on ten iconic exhibits that highlight the Museum, its collections, and mission, and celebrate its legacy as one of the region’s most treasured cultural institutions Read more here: https://www.mpm.edu/plan-visit/educators/poetry-competition
UW-Madison Continuing Studies offers Writing Classes (in person and online): Manuscript critiques, writing retreats, and workshops. Prices and times vary. Check here for details:  http://continuingstudies.wisc.edu/writing

Publication Opportunities:

2019 Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets Calendar — Submission period is September 1 – December 1, 2017. Open to all poets who have a connection to Wisconsin. See guidelines here:  http://www.wfop.org/poets-calendar

Announcements: 
WWA Creative Wisconsin Literary Journal: Members whose works were selected for the 2017 edition have been notified. A hearty thank you to everyone who submitted prose or poetry! Look forward to reading the second Creative Wisconsin Literary Journal when it is presented at the October conference. (As last year, the Journal will also be sold on Amazon.com beginning in October.)

Reminder: WWA Website Management Change: As of May 15, Laurel Bragstad no longer manages the WWA website. If you have any requests for updates, changes, corrections, want to add your member bio, or have questions on information for the website, please contact WWA Board Member Kim Suhr at kim@redoakwriting.com. Thanks!

An example of what you can find on WWA’s website:

Portage Magazine welcomes submissions “from writers and artists living in the Upper Midwest or with a relationship to the Upper Midwest” and “submissions from writers and artists who address the Upper Midwest some way in their work.” Their submission window is December 1 to February 1. Read more about Portage Magazine here:  https://portagemagazine.org/submissions/  “Portage Press, an extension of Portage Magazine, publishes literature written by Upper Midwest authors and those with a relationship to the Upper Midwest.” Details here: https://portagemagazine.org/portage-press/

(Note: WWA does not endorse or sponsor any writing services or publishers. Names of publishers are shared as a service to WWA’s members.)
 

Take care and happy writing!

Submitted by: Laurel Bragstad and Mary Zinda
